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Use of manuscript materials. If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, please fill
out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to see. Consult the Container List for location
information needed on the call slip.

Photocopying. Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member. The
existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must be maintained.

Publication. Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding copyright,
literary property rights, and libel.

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish. Any
publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior written
permission. Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to the Head,
Public Services, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, LA, 70803-3300. When
permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the
LLMVC.

Proper acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or
publications. The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the summary
page. Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi
Valley Collections are welcomed.
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Mss. 4886
LSU Libraries Special Collections

Summary
0.3 linear feet, 2 volumes

Mississippi, Louisiana, Tennessee, Arkansas, Ohio

1862-1864, 1983-1984, undated

N/A

English

The collection consists of original 1863-1864 diaries of Josiah Goodwin,
private in the 21% Ohio Infantry and fifer in the Mississippi Marine
Brigade, as well as research materials compiled by William C. Wiseley,

PhD, in researching the diaries.

Series |, Josiah Goodwin Diaries, 1863-1864
Series I, William Wiseley Research Material, ca.1983

If microfilm is available, photocopies must be made from microfilm.
N/A

Copyright of the original materials is retained by descendants of the
creators in accordance with U.S. copyright law.

Josiah Goodwin Diaries and Research Collection, Mss. 4886, Louisiana
and Lower Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge,

La.

B:66
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Biographical/Historical Note

Josiah H. Goodwin, born in Hancock County, Ohio, in 1841, first enlisted as a private in
the 21% Ohio Infantry at the outbreak of the Civil War. He was involved in the Siege of Corinth
in 1862 and soon after became a fifer in the Mississippi Marine Brigade, a Union Army unit part
of the U.S. Ram Fleet that patrolled the Mississippi River. A house painter before and after the
Civil War, Josiah Goodwin married Margaret Howard and died in 1918.

William Wiseley, Ph.D., a former U.S. Marine and captain in the Korean War, taught
economics and history at Harvard. Wiseley’s great aunt, Maude Goodwin, was the daughter of
Josiah H. Goodwin.

Scope and Content Note

The collection consists of two handwritten diaries of Josiah H. Goodwin kept during his
service in the Mississippi Marine Brigade from January 1, 1863 to June 2, 1864. He writes about
his service aboard various U.S. steamers along the river in Louisiana and Mississippi, and
discusses the Vicksburg Campaign of 1863 and the Red River Expedition of 1864. Describing
raids near Vicksburg, Goodwin details the suffering of the locals as Northern forces swept
through the city. Other topics he covers include soldier animosity toward the officers, suspicion
of army doctors, and the interplay between white Union regiments and those of the United States
Colored Troops. He also provides a look at the day to day life of a sailor and his impressions of
the people and wildlife of the lower Mississippi Valley.

Also included in the collection are the research materials of William Wiseley, PhD,
compiled while studying the diaries. These include bibliographical notes, biographical
information on Goodwin, photocopies of Goodwin’s service record, photoprints of portraits and
other Civil War images, and his annotated transcription of the diaries.
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Series Descriptions

Series I, Josiah Goodwin Diaries, 1863-1864

Josiah H. Goodwin’s handwritten diaries were kept during his service in the Mississippi
Marine Brigade (U.S.) from January 1, 1863 to June 2, 1864. He discusses activities from his
daily life as well as participation in military actions aboard the U.S. Steamers Diana, Autocrat,
and Baltic. For example, he recounts amphibious landings, skirmishes on land, raids of
Vicksburg, and the harsh treatment of locals along the Mississippi River. Goodwin describes the
surrender of Vicksburg and the continued fighting of the Confederate forces afterward. He also
provides detailed accounts of the Red River Expedition of 1864, illustrating the destruction along
the river to Alexandria, Louisiana. In addition to this, Goodwin provides small observations of
weather, of a sailor’s life, of locals, and of the wildlife and scenery of the area. He discusses
politics within the Brigade, such as animosity toward officers and the uneasy relationship
between white Union troops and the Native Guard and U.S. Colored Troops.

Series 11, William Wiseley Research Material, ca.1983

Also included in the collection are research materials compiled by William Wiseley,
PhD. They are comprised of an edited/annotated typescript of the diaries, biographical
information collected on Goodwin, a manuscript on Charles Ellet, and Wiseley’s bibliography.
Photocopies of Goodwin’s service record, various publications of the Society of Survivors of the
Mississippi River Ram Fleet and Marine Brigade, and photoprints of images of Civil War naval
battles contribute to the research, as well as photographs taken by Wiseley of Goodwin’s home
in Findlay, Ohio, and of Goodwin’s grave marker and gravesite. Finally, a number of articles are
included, such as “The Mississippi Flotilla” in Civil War Sketches and Incidents (Omaha, 1902),
The Federal Gunboat Flotilla on the Western Rivers...to 1862 (University of Philadelphia,
1939), and “13™ Infantry” in lowa and the Rebellion (Philadelphia, 1866).
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Index Terms

Autocrat (Steamer)

Baltic (Steamer)

Diana (Steamer)

Diaries.

Ellet, Charles, 1810-1862.

Fife and drum corps.

Mississippi Marine Brigade, 1863-1865.

Red River Expedition, 1864.

United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865.

United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865--Destruction and pillage.

United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865--Participation, African American.

United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865--Personal narratives.
Vicksburg (Miss.)--History--Siege, 1863.

Wiseley, William, 1928-
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1862-1864, 1983-1984 LSU Libraries Special Collections

Container List

Stack Box Folder Contents (with dates)

Location
B:.66 2 -- 2 handwritten diaries of Josiah H. Goodwin:
Vol.1 Jan.1-Dec.30, 1863
Vol.2 Jan.1-June 1, 1864
B.66 1 1 Wiseley’s bibliography, notes, biographical information compiled on

Goodwin (ca. 1983)

Manuscript, presumably by Wiseley, on Charles Ellet; bibliography of Ellet’s
works (ca.1983)

2 Photocopies of the following:
Portraits of officers from the Mississippi Marine Brigade

Office Memorandum No. 4, List of U.S. Naval Vessels 1861-1865 (G.P.O.,
1891).

Parker, S.R., The Federal Gunboat Flotilla on the Western Rivers...to 1862,
Unpublished dissertation. (University of Pittsburg, 1866).

Ingersoll, L.D. “13™ Infantry” in lowa and the Rebellion (Philadelphia, 1866).

“The Mississippi Flotilla,” in Civil War Sketches and Incidents (Omaha,
1902).

3 Photocopies of the following:
Goodwin’s service record from the National Archives; Various publications
of the Society of Survivors of the Mississippi River Ram Fleet and Marine
Brigade (1888-1891, 1908)

4 Wiseley’s annotated transcription of the diary

5 Mary Peck letter, unrelated to Goodwin (1862); letter to Goodwin from
George E. Lemon (1888)

6 Photographs taken by Wiseley of Goodwin’s home in Findlay, Ohio and of
Goodwin’s grave marker and gravesite (1984)

7-8  Photoprints of portraits of Admiral Porter and Sec. Stanton from the National
Archives; of images of Civil War naval battles from Harper’s Pictorial
History of the Civil War and similar sources; of a published portrait of
Goodwin
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