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Use of manuscript materials.  If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, 

please fill out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to see.  Consult the Container 

List for location information needed on the call slip. 

 

Photocopying.  Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member.  

Do not remove items to be photocopied.  The existing order and arrangement of unbound 

materials must be maintained. Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm, 

digital scan, photocopy of original held by LSU Libraries), when available.   

 

Publication.  Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding 

copyright, literary property rights, and libel. 

 

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish.  

Any publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific 

prior written permission.  Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in 

writing to the Head, Public Services, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton 

Rouge, LA, 70803-3300.  When permission to publish is granted, two copies of the 

publication will be requested for the LLMVC. 

 

Proper acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or 

publications.  The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the 

summary page.  Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and 

Lower Mississippi Valley Collections are welcomed. 
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SUMMARY 

 

Size 

 

0.3 linear ft. 

Geographic Locations 

 

Baton Rouge, La. 

Inclusive Dates 

 

1936-1981. 

Bulk Dates 

 

1972-1978. 

Languages 

 

English 

Summary 

 

The collection contains correspondence, printed material 

and photographs relating to the history and restoration of the 

LSU French House, and to Tiger Baits Recipes, published 

by the LSU Alumni Federation. 

 

Access Restrictions 

 

None. 

Reproduction Note 

 

May be reproduced with the exception of the photographs 

taken by the New Orleans Times Picayune, which requires 

the permission of the Times-Picayune Pub. Corp.  

 

Copyright 

 

For those materials not in the public domain, copyright is 

retained by the descendants of the creators or other 

copyright holders in accordance with U.S. Copyright law. 

 

Related Collections 

 

French House Collection, Mss. 2760, 3018A, Louisiana and 

Lower Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton 

Rouge, La. 

 

Citation 

 

Gertrude M. Beauford Papers, Mss. 4380, Louisiana and 

Lower Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton 

Rouge, La. 

 

Stack Location 

 

C:130, OS:B 
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 

 

The French House, also known as La Maison Francaise, is a Renaissance-style Normandy 

château on the Baton Rouge campus of Louisiana State University.  In 1934, James F. 

Broussard, Dean of Romance Languages, proposed the construction of the center to 

perpetuate the French traditions and culture of Louisiana.  The Louisiana State 

Legislature allocated $75,000 to the project. The French House officially opened in 

September 1935 as a language immersion center and residence hall for women with Anita 

Olivier Morrison as the first head resident.  It served that purpose until 1959 when it 

became a dormitory for graduate students, then undergraduates, before its closure in 

1968.  Gertrude M. Beauford, a resident of New Orleans, La., is a former student of 

Louisiana State University.  While at the University in the late 1950s, she resided at the 

French House under the guidance of Anita Olivier Morrison.  Beauford was instrumental 

in promoting the restoration and preservation of the French House in the 1970s.  Partly 

through her efforts, the building was restored in 1980.  The University rededicated the 

French House in a 1981 ceremony.  It was renovated in 1981 for the office of LSU Press, 

the national office of Phi Kappa Phi, and a French-style market and café. It was 

renovated again in 1999 to become the home of the Honors College. 

 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 

Papers are comprised of correspondence, newspaper clippings, journal articles and 

photographs relating to the history and restoration of the French House, and to the 

publication of Tiger Bait Recipes, a cookbook published by the LSU Alumni Federation 

in 1976.  Papers pertaining to the cookbook also include recipes. 
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LIST OF SERIES AND SUBSERIES 

 

Series I.   LSU French House, 1936-1981, undated. 

Subseries 1.  Papers, 1947-1981, undated. 

Subseries 2.  Photographs, 1936-1956, undated. 

  

Series II. Tiger Bait Recipes, 1972-1978, undated. 
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SERIES DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Series I.  LSU French House Papers, 1936-1981, undated. 

Subseries 1.  Papers, 1947-1981, undated.  

Papers contain correspondence, newspapers clippings, journal articles and two drafts of A 

Dream Begun and Ended, the memoirs of Anita Olivier Morrison (1958, 1973).  In her 

letters, Gertrude Beauford discusses articles that have featured the French House, and she 

proposes future stories.  Beauford also seeks funding and support for its restoration from 

politicians and University administrators.  Newspaper clippings and journal articles 

report on Morrison’s role as head resident, social events, and the history and restoration 

the French House.  A history of the French House appears in the Baton Rouge Sunday 

Advocate (May 25, 1975).  An article taken from the Times Picayune gives a biography 

of Anita Olivier Morrison (May 27, 1973).  In her memoirs, Morrison recounts her 

experiences during her 25-year tenure as head resident.  She gives detailed descriptions of 

the building’s interior, and the furnishings and décor.  Morrison also writes about the 

resident students and visiting guests.  She was assisted in this endeavor by Marietta 

Millet and Gertrude Beauford, who was a student resident at the time.  This collection 

also contains transcripts of three oral history interviews with Morrison conducted by 

Beauford between 1972 and 1974.  In addition, papers include a sketch of the building’s 

surrounding landscape (undated).  A booklet on the history of the French House 

accompanies an invitation to the 1981 rededication ceremony. 

 

Subseries 2.  Photographs, 1936-1956, undated.  

This subseries is comprised of copy prints made from photographs and pages from a 

photograph album.  They show images of Anita Olivier Morrison, unidentified students, 

group photographs, and social events. 

 

Series II.  Tiger Bait Recipes, 1972-1978, undated. 

Correspondence, recipes, lists, journal articles and newspaper clippings relate to the 

cookbook, Tiger Bait Recipes, which was published by the LSU Alumni Federation in 

1976.  In her letters, Gertrude Beauford submits recipes, and she offers funding 

suggestions.  Recipes are those submitted by alumni and friends of Louisiana State 

University.  Clippings include recipes and articles on the book. 

 



GERTRUDE M. BEAUFORD PAPERS                                                          Mss. 4380 

1936-1981                                              SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, LSU LIBRARIES 

Page 7 of 8 

 

 

INDEX TERMS 

 

Architecture--Conservation and restoration--Louisiana--Baton Rouge.  

Beauford, Gertrude Marie, 1936-  

Community cookbooks--Louisiana--Baton Rouge.  

French House (Baton Rouge, La.)  

French language--Study and teaching--immersion method.  

Louisiana State University (Baton Rouge, La.)--Buildings.  

LSU Alumni Federation.  

Millet, Marietta.  

Morrison, Anita Olivier.  
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CONTAINER LIST 

 

Stack Location Box Folders Contents 

    

   Series I.  LSU French House Papers, 1947-1981. 

C:130 

OS:B 

 

C:130 

1 

-- 

 

1 

1-9 

1 

 

10-11 

Subseries 1.  Papers, 1947-1981, undated. 

Subseries 1.  New Orleans Times Picayune, May 27, 

1973, Baton Rouge Sunday Advocate, May 25, 1975. 

Subseries 2.  Photographs, 1936-1956, undated. 

    

C:130 1 12-15 Series II.  Tiger Bait Recipes, 1972-1978, undated. 
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