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Use of manuscript materials. If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, please fill
out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to use. Consult the Container List for location
information needed on the call slip.

Photocopying. Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member before
segregating items to be copied. The existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must
be maintained.

Publication. Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding copyright,
literary property rights, and libel.

Permission to examine archival and manuscript material does not constitute permission to
publish. Any publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior
written permission. Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to Head,
LLMVC, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, LA 70803-3300. When permission
to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the LLMVC.

Prior acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or
publications. The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the summary
page. Copies of scholarly materials based on research in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi
Valley Collection are welcomed.
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SUMMARY
Size.

Geographic
locations.

Inclusive dates.
Bulk dates.
Language.

Summary.

Source.
AcCCesSs.

Related
Collections.

Copyright.

Citation.

Stack location.

LSU Libraries Special Collections

0.25 linear feet.

East Baton Rouge Parish, La. and Prince George County, Va.

1856-1899.

1872-1886.

English.

Personal letters and business papers including inventories, ledger sheets, and
promissory notes for the Grange Store in Baton Rouge, La. Includes a
minute book for the Baton Rouge Cooperative Association No. 18 of the
Order of Patrons of Husbandry (the National Grange). Also includes
financial papers belonging to Thomas B. Brown, one of the partners in the
Grange Store.

Acquired 1990.

No restrictions.

None.

Physical rights are retained by the LSU Libraries. Copyright of the original
materials is retained by the descendants of the creators of the materials in
accordance with U.S. copyright law.

E. F. Davis Papers, Mss. 4312, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley
Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.

A:72
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

E. F. (Edward) Davis (1841-1899) was a businessman in East Baton Rouge Parish, La. Along
with several partners, including Thomas B. Brown, he formed the Grange Store and the Baton
Rouge Cooperative Association, which operated under the auspices of the Order of Patrons of
Husbandry, also known as the National Grange. The National Grange was formed in 1867 to
unite private citizens in improving the economic and social position of the nation’s farm
population. The Grange Store sold a variety of items such as groceries, hardware, saddles, meats
and vegetables, tobacco, and soap. The Grange Store’s equipment was sold at auction in 1879.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Personal letters, financial and legal papers, and printed items of E. F. Davis and his family, the
Grange Store, the Baton Rouge Cooperative Association, and Thomas B. Brown (1836-1914),
one of Davis’ business partners in the Grange Store. Personal letters consist of photocopies of
two letters from Davis’ mother, Elizabeth G. Davis (1821-1899) from 1856 and 1862 pertaining
to her visit to relatives in Virginia and conditions in East Baton Rouge Parish, La. during the
Civil War, respectively. Also included is a photocopy of an undated letter to E. F. Davis from
Sarah G. White (1833-1914), whose second husband was Thomas B. Brown. Financial and legal
papers (1876-1879) consist of promissory notes, ledger sheets, account statements, the
auctioneer’s statement for the Grange Store’s liquidation, a minute book from the Baton Rouge
Cooperative Association (1876-1879, 1886) containing meeting minutes and ledger sheets for
items sold. Thomas B. Brown’s financial and legal papers (1868-1878, 1898) consist of
promissory notes, receipts from the sale of cotton, a receipt for payment of state taxes, a note
correcting commission on the sale of cotton, and an instrument of protest demanding payment of
a bill. Printed items consist of E. F. Davis’ death notice dated 1899.
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LIST OF SERIES

Series I. Financial and Legal Papers, 1876-1879, 1885-1886.
Series Il. Letters, 1856, 1862, undated

Series I1I. Printed Items, 1899.

Series V. Financial and Legal Papers of Thomas B. Brown, 1868-1878, 1898.

SERIES DESCRIPTIONS

Series I. Financial and Legal Papers, 1876-1879, 1885-1886

Promissory notes, ledger sheets, and an auctioneer’s statement from the Grange Store.

Also includes a minute book with ledger sheets from the Baton Rouge Cooperative
Association.

Series 11, Letters, 1856, 1862, undated

Photocopies of two letters from Elizabeth Davis to her son E. F. Davis. The first (1856)
tells of her visit with relatives in Prince George County, Va. and instructions for him until
she returned home. The second letter (1862) tells of soldiers taking horses, livestock, and
other items and Sylvester R. Davis’ (E. F. Davis’ father) attempts to have them returned.
Also included is a photocopy of an undated letter from S.G. White (later Thomas B.
Brown’s wife) to E. F. Davis about family and friends and her wish for news from home.

Series 11, Printed Items, 1899

E. F. Davis’ death and funeral notice.

Series V. Financial and Legal Papers of Thomas B. Brown, 1868-1878, 1898

Ledger sheets recording the sale of cotton, Hugh Brown’s tax receipt from the state of
Louisiana, promissory notes, a note concerning the adjustment of commission for a
cotton sale, an instrument of protest for payment of a promissory note, a bill and receipt
for payment from Temple S. Coons & Co. to Thomas B. Brown, and a receipt for thirty-
three bales of cotton sold by Thomas B. Brown.
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Materials about these topics are found in the series indicated.

Balance sheets

Baton Rouge—History—Civil War, 1861-1865

Baton Rouge Cooperative Association No. 18 (Baton Rouge, La.)
Bills (financial)

Brown, Thomas B.

Businessmen—Louisiana—East Baton Rouge Parish
Cooperative marketing of farm produce—Louisiana—East Baton Rouge Parish
Cooperative societies—Louisiana—East Baton Rouge Parish
Cotton trade—Louisiana—East Baton Rouge Parish

East Baton Rouge Parish (La.)—History—19™ century

Letters

Minutes

National Grange

Notes (financial)

Obituaries

Receipts

Retail trade—Louisiana—East Baton Rouge Parish

Mss. 4312
LSU Libraries Special Collections

Series | and IV
Series 1l
Series | and IV
Series IV
Series | and IV
Series | and IV
Series |

Series |

Series IV
Series IV
Series 1l
Series |

Series |

Series | and IV
Series 11
Series IV
Series | and IV
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CONTAINER LIST

Location Box Folder Contents

I. Financial and Legal Papers

A:72 1 1 1876-1877
2 1878
3 1879
4 1876-1877, 1885-1886
Il. Letters
5 1856, 1862, undated
I11. Printed Items
6 1899
IV. Financial and Legal Papers of Thomas B. Brown
7 1868-1878, 1898



	DAVIS (E. F.) PAPERS
	CONTENTS OF INVENTORY
	SUMMARY
	BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE
	SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE
	LIST OF SERIES
	SERIES DESCRIPTIONS
	INDEX TERMS
	CONTAINER LIST

