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Use of manuscript materials.  If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, 

please fill out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to see.  Consult the Container 

List for location information needed on the call slip. 

 

Photocopying.  Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member.  

The existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must be maintained. 

 

Publication.  Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding 

copyright, literary property rights, and libel. 

 

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish.  

Any publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific 

prior written permission.  Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in 

writing to the Head, Public Services, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton 

Rouge, LA, 70803-3300.  When permission to publish is granted, two copies of the 

publication will be requested for the LLMVC. 

 

Proper acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or 

publications.  The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the 

summary page.  Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and 

Lower Mississippi Valley Collections are welcomed. 
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SUMMARY 

 

 

Size   65 items 

  

Geographic 

Locations 

Louisiana, Georgia, Ohio, Massachusetts, Alaska 

  

Inclusive Dates 1853-1910 

  

Bulk Dates 1860-1866 

  

Languages English 

  

Summary Family correspondence of the Kent and Amacker families of St. 

Helena and Tangipahoa parishes, La., including financial records 

and miscellaneous items.  Bulk of correspondence written or 

received by the Kent Family during the Civil War. 

  

Related 

collections 

Amos Kent Family Papers, Mss. 199, 724, 1101 

  

Copyright Physical rights and copyright are retained by the LSU Libraries.   

  

Citation Kent-Amacker Family Papers, Mss. 4185, Louisiana and Lower 

Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, 

Louisiana. 

  

Stack location 1:55 
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 

 

Amos Kent, born in Chester, New Hampshire, was the son of Amos and Abigail Atherton 

Kent. He moved to Louisiana at the age of 17 and established a mercantile business in 

Baton Rouge. The business dissolved during the 1836 depression, so Kent relocated to a 

farm in St. Helena Parish. He married Susan Fluker in 1839; they had 12 children. In 

1852 the Kent family moved to Greensburg where Amos filled an appointment as 

Registrar of the Land Office. Following completion of the New Orleans, Jackson, and 

Great Northern Railroad through St. Helena Parish, he moved to the northeastern section 

of the parish where he operated a sawmill in the virgin, yellow pine forest. This section 

became part of Tangipahoa Parish (formed in 1869), the railroad became the Illinois 

Central, and in 1888 Kent assisted some Northern promoters in laying out a town on the 

cut-over pine land. This town was named Kentwood in his honor. Kent served eight years 

in the Louisiana legislature. He built a stately home at Oak Hill, near Cool Creek. 

 

Amos Kent’s daughter, Abigail Means Kent, married Obadiah Pearson Amacker in 1863.  

Amacker graduated from the University of Virginia and studied law in New Orleans.  

During the Civil War, he served as Lieutenant Colonel of the 3
rd

 Regiment Louisiana 

Cavalry and was captured at Port Hudson, La., and imprisoned at Johnson Island, Ohio.  

Following the war, Amacker practiced law in Greensburg.  Several of Amos Kent’s sons 

enlisted in the Confederate Army, including James Fluker Kent, who was also captured 

and imprisoned at Johnson Island, and John Reid Kent and foster-son Johnathan Freiler, 

who both served in New Orleans’s Washington Artillery. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 

Family correspondence of the Kent and Amacker families of St. Helena and Tangipahoa 

parishes, including financial records and miscellaneous items.  Bulk of correspondence 

by the Kent Family during the Civil War relates to military operations in southeastern 

Louisiana, family participation in campaigns in Georgia, and the imprisonment of James 

Fluker Kent at Johnson Island, Ohio.  Correspondents also include members of the Kent 

family from Boston, Massachusetts.  Letters written before, during, and after the war also 

briefly describe news and events of local and familial interest, including: the construction 

of the New Orleans, Jackson, and Great Northern Railroad, yellow fever outbreaks, social 

engagements in New Orleans, local and family education, business at Amos Kent’s 

lumber and brick yards, O. P. Amacker’s legal practice, the postwar presence of Federal 

soldiers, agricultural production, and sickness and death among family and friends.  A 

later letter pertains to Amos Kent Amacker’s apparent venture to operate a shipping 

vessel on the Iditarod River in Alaska during the 1909 gold rush. 
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LIST OF SERIES 

 

 

I.  Correspondence 

 

II. Financial papers 

 

III. Miscellaneous 
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SERIES DESCRIPTIONS 

 

I.  Correspondence, 1853-1910, undated (Folders 1-5) 

 

Bulk of correspondence produced or received by the Kent family during the Civil 

War.  Majority of letters describe life in the vicinity of Tangipahoa, La., during 

the war and the Kent family’s military participation.  Correspondence during this 

period includes: criticism of Gen. Braxton Bragg’s (C.S.A.) operations in 

Louisiana; James Fluker Kent’s imprisonment at Johnson Island, Ohio, and his 

description of the 16
th

 Louisiana Infantry Regiment’s casualties during the Battle 

of Chickamauga (Ga.) and their encampment afterward; and Amos Kent’s foster 

son Joseph Freiler’s descriptions of actions during the Atlanta Campaign, 

including operations at Dalton and Jonesboro, Ga.  Letters written from Louisiana 

during the war also describe increasing inflation, the Kent’s timber and brick 

enterprise, and agricultural production. 

 

Letters written or received by the Kent and Amacker families before and after the 

Civil War pertain to a variety of domestic, regional, and national affairs.  Letters 

briefly describe events and concerns such as the construction of the New Orleans, 

Jackson, and Great Northern Railroad, sicknesses within the family and 

community, educational improvement for both the family and region, the Kent’s 

timber and brick industry and family concerns over the ownership thereof, 

agricultural production, and A. K. Amacker’s business venture in Iditarod, 

Alaska. 

 

II. Financial papers, 1871-1910 (Folder 6) 

 

Financial papers include a receipt from the Summit (Miss.) Drug Store, canceled 

checks drawn on the Kentwood (La.) Bank by Abby M. Amacker, a statement of 

O. P. Amacker’s account at the Natalbany Lumber Company, Hammond, La., and 

receipts of purchases made by O. P. Amacker and Abby M. Amacker at the Amos 

Kent Lumber and Brick Company, Kentwood, La. 

 

III. Miscellaneous, 1871-1888, undated (Folder 7) 

 

Miscellaneous items include: a pass for O. P. Amacker to travel on the St. Louis,  

Iron Mountain, and Southern Railroad; tickets for Amos K. Amacker to attend 

lectures in the Law Department of the University of Louisiana; a newspaper 

clipping and poem recounting the “Charge of the Louisiana Brigade, July 28
th

, 

1864”; pencil sketches of “Uncle Spalding’s House” and a horse; two songs or 

poems entitled “Wait for the Wagon” and “Little Old Woman”; and a recipe for 

making potato yeast. 
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INDEX TERMS 

 

Term Series 

Agriculture—Louisiana—19
th

 century I 

Alaska—Gold discoveries—History—20
th

 century I 

Amacker, Abigail Means Kent, 1841-1910 I, II 

Amacker, Obadiah Pearson, 1838-1910 I, II 

Atlanta Campaign, 1864 I 

Checks  II 

Confederate States of America.  Army.  Louisiana Infantry Regiment, 16
th

. I 

Confederate States of America.  Army.  Washington Artillery Battalion (New 

Orleans, La.) 

I 

Education—Louisiana—19
th

 century I 

Freiler, Johnathan I 

Invoices II 

Kent, Amos, 1811-1906 I 

Kent, George, 1846-1883 I 

Kent, James Fluker, 1843-1886 I 

Kent, John Reid, 1844-1905 I 

Kent’s Mill and Brick Yard I, II 

Johnson Island (Ohio) I 

Letters I 

Louisiana—Social life and customs I 

New Orleans, Jackson, and Great Northern Railroad I 

Pencil drawing III 

Receipts (Acknowledgements) II 

St. Helena Parish (La.)—History I 

Songs III 

Tangipahoa Parish (La.)—History I 
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CONTAINER LIST 

 

 

Stack 

Location 

Box Contents 

   

1:55 1 1853-1910 

   

 


	KENT-AMACKER FAMILY PAPERS
	CONTENTS OF INVENTORY
	SUMMARY
	BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE
	SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE
	LIST OF SERIES
	SERIES DESCRIPTIONS
	INDEX TERMS
	CONTAINER LIST

