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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

The Louisiana Library Association (LLA) was founded in 1909. After several years of disorder, it
was reorganized in 1925 and continues to flourish today. LLA exists to “promote the library
interests of the State of Louisiana, including keeping members of the profession informed of
developments in the library field, promoting interest in books about Louisiana and encouraging
their production, recruiting desirable people to the library profession, and the encouragement and
promotion of scholarship in the field of library science.” The organization consists of executive
and administrative branches, and officers are elected by LLA members at the organization’s yearly
conference. The LLA Bulletin and Louisiana Libraries magazine are among the LLA’s
publications.

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The LLA collection includes the following: LLA Constitution and bylaws, including revisions and
amendments; LLA manuals including revisions; history and materials pertaining to the
establishment and early growth of the LLA; awards and memorials information; minutes of
business meetings; photographs; procedure manuals; publicity, clippings, and pictures, about LLA,;
rosters of officers and committee chairs; Executive Board minutes and reports; papers of officers
including annual reports and correspondence; financial reports; budgets, bank statements,
receipted bills, scholarship fund reports, and other accounting records; Committees reports and
correspondence; annual report of Sections, special projects, and section committee reports; and
publications. The collection encompasses the years 1909 through 2005.
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ARRANGEMENT OF COLLECTION

GENERAL ASSOCIATION

A
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Executive Board Papers

1. Executive Board Minutes

2. Executive Board Correspondence
3. Executive Board Miscellaneous

4. Annual Meetings and Reports
General Association Directories
General Association By-Laws, Constitution and Manuals
General Association Membership Lists
LLA History and Memorabilia

Annual Convention

General Association Miscellaneous

OFFICERS

A
B.
C.
D.

President
Secretary
Treasurer
Miscellaneous

PERSONNEL

A
B.

Executive Secretary
Legislative Consultant

STANDING COMMITTEES, AD HOC COMMITTIES, AND INTEREST
GROUPS

A

Standing Committees

1. Advisory Committee on Publications
2. Automation and Technology Committee
3. Auditing Committee

4. Awards Committee

James O. Modisette Award

General Modisette Award

Public Library Award

School Library Award

Elementary School Library Award
Jr. and Sr. High School Award
Trustees Award

Louisiana Literary Award

Essae M. Culver Award

j.  Anthony Benoit Mid-Career Award
Continuing Education Committee

6. Convention Committee
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7. Documents Committee

8. Federal Relations Committee

9. Finance Committee

10. Grants Committee

11. Intellectual Freedom Committee

12. Legislative Committee
a. Legislative Network

13. Library Development Committee

14. Louisiana Union Catalog Committee
a. LAsernet Subcommittee

15. Public Relations Committee

16. Scholarship Committee

17. Miscellaneous Committees

B. Ad Hoc Committees

C. Interest Groups

Bookmobile

Online User

Oral History

Minority Recruitment and Professional Concerns
Serials

Solinet

Louisiana Support Staff Association

Video and Media Interest Group

NGO~ wWNE

V. SECTIONS

A. College and Reference Section

B. Junior Members/New Members Sections

C. Louisiana Association of School Libraries Section
1. Idella Washington Papers
2. Professional Improvement Programs Committee Papers
3. School Library Histories
4. Louisiana Teenage Librarians

Public Library Section

Academic Section

Government Documents Round Table (GODORT)
Subject Specialist Section

LaSSAL

Trustees
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VI. PUBLICATIONS
A. Monographs
B. Serials
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A. National Affiliations
B. Regional Affiliations
C. State Affiliations
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SERIES DESCRIPTIONS

I. GENERAL ASSOCIATION

Historical Note: The General Association is overseen by the Executive Board. The Board is
made up of LLA officers, plus the immediate past president, the American Library Association
representative, the Southeastern Library Association representative, the LLA Section
chairpersons as voting members, and the editor(s) of the Louisiana Libraries as non-voting
members. The Board makes decisions for the organization, and acts for LLA between meetings.
It can fill vacancies in any offices; is responsible, along with the LLA president, of the fiscal
management of LLA; and makes suggestions and recommendations to the new Executive
Board every year. The board generally meets quarterly. The Executive Council is the Board’s
standing committee, and it is made up of LLA officers and the immediate past president. The
current president is chair. The committee acts for the Board between meetings and in
emergency situations; provides guidance to LLA; and evaluates performances of employees
and consulting firms.

Scope and Content: The collection includes Executive Board correspondence and minutes, reports of
the Executive Council, the standing committee of the Board, and minutes and reports from annual
meetings of the Board. It also includes organization and committee reports and correspondence
relative to annual meetings; and copies of directories, constitutions, by-laws, and manuals of the
general association; membership lists; and history and memorabilia of the organization, including a
scrapbook. Dates span from 1909 to 2005.

A

nmooOw

G.

Executive Board Papers

1. Executive Board Minutes

2. Executive Board Correspondence

3. Executive Board Miscellaneous

4. Annual Meetings and Reports

General Association Directories

General Association By-Laws, Constitution and Manuals
General Association Membership Lists

LLA History and Memorabilia

Annual Convention

Historical Note: The LLA Convention (also referred to as Conference) began in 1909 and is held
annually, with the exceptions of 1914-1924, 1933, and 1945. It features prominent speakers
spiced up with luncheons, tours, banquets and book dinners.

Scope and Content: This sub-series contains the programs and bulletins of the annual
convention.

General Association Miscellaneous

Il. OFFICERS
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Historical Note: At its 1909 inception, the Louisiana Library Association’s (LLA) officers consisted
of a president, first vice-president and second vice president. In 1910, the positions of secretary and
treasurer were added. Beginning in 1943/44, the first vice-president/ president elect moved to the
presidency the following year. As the LLA grew, the offices of parliamentarian and past president
were added as well. 1978 saw the abolishment of the office of treasurer, and those duties were
assigned to the executive director. By 1980, mail ballots were implemented for elections, and in 1981,
a rotation system for the election of the first vice-president/president elect was introduced. Many past
LLA officers have become well known in their fields, and two LLA presidents later became presidents
of the American Library Association.

Scope and Content: This series is a collection of papers of the LLA officers from 1931 to 1993. The
series includes Presidential Papers: professional and personal correspondences, Executive Board
meeting notes and minutes, committee and section reports, and budget papers spanning from 1936 to
1993 from the office of the President of LLA; Secretary’s Papers: Papers of the LLA Secretaries from
1939 to 1987; Treasurer Papers: Correspondence and reports from the Treasurer’s office from 1931
until the abolishment of the office in 1975; and miscellaneous officer’s papers: miscellaneous items
from or for ALA officers from 1938 to 1980 and papers of the Vice president from 1953 and Past
President from 1949 and 1985.

A. President
From the office of the President of LLA, these professional and personal correspondences,
Executive Board meeting notes and minutes, committee and section reports, and budget papers
span from 1936 to 2004.

B. Secretary
Papers of the LLA Secretaries from 1939 to 1987.

C. Treasurer
Correspondence, reports, checkbooks, checkbook stubs, 1971 convention account book, and a
membership dues and expense account book from the Treasurer’s office from 1925 until the
abolishment of the office in 1975.

D. Miscellaneous Officers’ Materials

Contains miscellaneous items from officers and correspondence from the vice-president from
1953.

.PERSONNEL

Historical Note: As the Louisiana Library Association began to expand, it was apparent that someone
needed to be hired to handle the workflow. In 1967, the Association hired an Executive Secretary,
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thus developing an Executive Office. Also, in 1983 the Association decided to hire a Legislative
Advocate as a lobbyist for the Association. These two positions have developed over time and have
taken on new job responsibilities as well as job titles.

Scope and Content: Letters, correspondence, and directories encompass the material for personnel.
The dates of the material range from 1961 to 1988.

A. Executive Secretary

Historical Note: In 1967, an Executive Secretary was hired at the Louisiana Library Association.
Duties included preparation for and attendance at all meetings of the Executive Board;
membership renewal mailings; serving as business manager for the LLA Bulletin; planning for
annual conference, including the notification of vendors; handling all membership records;
working with the president each year on the budget; keeping books and preparing financial
statements. In 1968, the office was made part of the Executive Board, although in a non-voting
capacity. Around 1977, the title was changed from Executive Secretary to Executive Director. In
1978 the elective office of treasurer was abolished leaving the Executive Director’s office to also
take over all financial records. In 1990, the Executive Board decided to abolish the office
altogether and to hire an office manager, whose duties would differ considerably from those of the
previous office-holders. The office was purely clerical in nature for the next several years. The
1997/98 Executive Board, realizing that it had been a mistake to abolish the office of Executive
Director, voted to reinstate it immediately. The duties now include serving as the chief
administrative officer of the Louisiana Library Association (LLA) under contract by the Executive
Board of LLA. The director also plans, organizes, directs and coordinates the programs and
activities of the Association to assure that objectives are attained. As well as, providing leadership,
guidance and support to Sections, Interest Groups and Committees in planning programs, services
and activities of the Association. Finally the Executive Director is responsible for the day-to-day
operations of the Association including policy implementation and enforcement.

Scope and Content: Material is that of the Executive Secretary between the years of 1967 and
1975. All material is correspondence. Also included is correspondence involving the Ad Hoc
Committee to Study the Office of the Executive Director for years of 1989-1990 which resulted in
abolishing the office.

B. Legislative Advocate/Legislative Consultant
Historical Note: In 1983, it was decided to hire a lobbyist with the title “legislative advocate” to
work with the Legislative Committee and the Legislative Network and to monitor hearings and
trace bills through the legislative process. The title of the Legislative Advocate has since changed
to Legislative Consultant.
Scope and Content: Notes and rationale for hiring a Legislative Advocate, original job
description, correspondence, and directories of legislative advocates between the years of 1983
and 1988.

IV.STANDING COMMITTEES, AD HOC COMMITTEES AND INTEREST GROUPS

10
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Historical Note: The committees of the Louisiana Library Association have always been some of its
most important parts. The earliest record of LLA committees can be found in documents for the
Publicity Committee, dated 1931, and Resolution Committee, dated 1932. A message dated October 8,
1934 and in the 1936 issues of the LLA Bulletin, President J.O. Modisette lists the appointed eight
standing and one special committee. Special and ad hoc committees have studied and addressed the
changing projects and special interests of the LLA.

The members of the Louisiana Library Association periodically came together to form Ad Hoc
committees specifically to address relevant issues of the time.

In LLA, an interest group develops around a topic of substantive concern to members and provides
members with a forum for exchange and generation of ideas. Interest groups were introduced in the
LLA Manual in 1980. A group of at least 12 individuals who share a common interest around a topic
of concern may petition the LLA Executive Board for official interest group status. Interest groups
plan and deliver pre-conference and conference programs, sponsor activities outside of annual
conferences, create innovative ideas to serve members and the Association, sustain memberships long
enough to write ten-year histories. They move on to section status after large membership increases,
sometimes undergo name changes to reflect updated interests, and can become defunct due to
inactivity and disbandment by coordinators or members.

Scope and Content: The LLA Committees and Interest Groups series contains original records of
standing committees, ad hoc committees, and interest groups. This includes correspondence, reports
to the committee or group, reports to the Executive Board, membership and officer lists, and meeting
agendas and minutes, as well as miscellaneous other material. The series contains materials from
1931 to 2005.

Listing of standing committees dated from 1934- 1970 are located in folders in Miscellaneous
Committees.

A. Standing Committees
1. Advisory Committee on Publications

Historical Note: This committee was established in 1965. The existence of this committee
emphasizes LLA’s commitment to an ongoing publishing program. Its duties include the
exploration, study and coordination of present and future projects needed to meet the
publication demands of Louisiana Library Association and its sections. It consists of three or
more members representing different types of libraries who are appointed by the President
with approval of the Executive Board

Scope and Content: This series includes committee reports, correspondence and proceedings
and covers dates from 1956 to 1995.

2. Automation and Technology Committee

11
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Historical Note: The Automation and Technology Committee was created in the early 1990s,
along with a Lasernet sub-committee. Presumably, its purpose is to foster the burgeoning
electronic presence in the library community by sponsoring educational seminars, workshops,
and related programs for librarians and library staff members.

Scope and Content: This series includes budget spreadsheets, committee minutes, proposals,
grant requests, reports, registration forms for the 1996 “Louisiana Users of the Internet
Conference,” and other materials generated by the Automation and Technology Committee.
Also included is a single Lasernet file from 1994, which contains a note stating the
subcommittee is currently “on hold.” The information ranges from 1990 to 1996.

3. Auditing Committee

Historical Note: The Auditing Committee was created in 1937/38 as a standing committee.
Three members were appointed by the President with the approval of the Executive Board for
one year terms. All members were required to live near the Treasurer. Their function was to
check the Treasurer’s Books and final report and to attest to their correctness. However,
during the 1980s the Auditing Committee fell aside in favor of the Financial Review
Committee.

Scope and Content: Reports and correspondence of the Auditing Committee. Dates
of materials range between the years of 1932 and 1974.

4. Awards Committees

Historical Note: The awards committees of the Louisiana Library Association are those
committees responsible for evaluating and awarding several honors bestowed by the LLA as a
whole. The very first award committee was formed in 1944 with several more appearing over
the years, the most recent of which was formed in 1991. These committees include the
Anthony P. Allain Intellectual Freedom Award, the Anthony H. Benoit Mid-Career Award, the
Essae M. Culver Distinguished Service Award, the James O. Modisette Awards, and the
Louisiana Literary Award.

Scope and Content: This series contains the minutes of meetings, correspondence, reports,
and other information generated by several awards committees of the Louisiana Library
Association. These committees include the James O. Modisette Awards, the Essae M. Culver
Distinguished Service Award, and the Louisiana Literary Award with information ranging
from 1946 to 2003.

a. James O. Modisette Award Committee
Historical Note: The first James O. Modisette awards and the committee responsible for
them were first established in 1944. They were named for James O. Modisette who was

chair of the Louisiana Library Commission from 1927 to 1942 and also authored the State
Library Law passed in 1926.

12



LOUISIANA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION RECORDS Mss. 4031

1909-2003

e.

SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, LSU LIBRARIES

Scope and Content: This series contains the minutes of meetings, correspondence,
reports, and other information generated by the James O. Modisette Award
Committee and sub-committees for public libraries, school libraries, elementary
school library, jr. and sr. high school libraries, and trustees. The information ranges
from 1942 to 1999.

General Modisette Award Committee

Historical Note: The general Modisette Award Committee oversees all the
sub-committees and was established in 1944 with the first James O. Modisette
Award.

Scope and Content: This series contains the minutes of meetings, correspondence, reports,
and other information generated by the general Modisette Award Committee and ranges
from 1946 to 1999. It contains general information from each of the sub-committees and
offers an overall picture of the entire collection of James O. Modisette awards.

Public Library Award

Historical Note: It is difficult to determine when exactly the sub-committee for the
Modisette Award to Public Libraries formed, though most likely it began in 1944 with the
establishment of the Modisette Awards. The Public Library Award was given annually
until 1974 and biannually thereafter to public libraries that demonstrated a marked
improvement in their operation. The first Public Library Award was given in 1947.

Scope and Content: This series contains the minutes of meetings, correspondence, reports,
and other information generated by the sub-committee for the James O. Modisettte Public
Library Award. It is a valuable source of information not only regarding the operation of
the sub-committee, but also regarding the numerous public libraries throughout Louisiana.
The information ranges from 1950 to 1999.

School Library Award

Historical Note: It is difficult to determine when exactly the sub-committee for the
Modisette Award to School Libraries formed, though most likely it began in 1944 with the
establishment of the Modisette Awards. This particular award was given to school
libraries on an annual basis for demonstrated excellence in their service. The first
Modisette School Library Award was given in 1947. In 1966, the School Library Award
was discontinued.

Scope and Content: This series contains the minutes of meetings, correspondence, reports,
and other information generated by the sub-committee for the James O. Modisettte School
Library Award. The information ranges from 1950 to 1953.

Elementary School Library Award

13
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Historical Note: The sub-committee for the Modisette Elementary School Library Award
was established in 1966 to replace in part the Modisette School Library Award. The award
is given annually to an elementary school library that demonstrates excellence in their
service.

Scope and Content: This series contains the minutes of meetings, correspondence, reports,
and other information generated by the sub-committee for the James O. Modisettte
Elementary School Library Award. The information ranges from 1956 to 1970.

f. Jr.and Sr. High School Library Award

Historical Note: The sub-committee for the Modisette Jr. and Sr. High School Library
Award was established in 1966 to replace in part the Modisette School Library Award.
The award is given annually to a jr. or sr. school library that demonstrates excellence in
their service.

Scope and Content: This series contains the minutes of meetings, correspondence, reports,
and other information generated by the sub-committee for the James O. Modisette Jr. and
Sr. High School Library Award. The information ranges from 1956 to 1970.

g. Trustees Award

Historical Note: The sub-committee for the Modisette Trustees Award was most likely
established in 1955 with the establishment of the award itself. This particular award is
meant to honor public library trustees who demonstrated distinguished service to Louisiana
libraries.

Scope and Content: This series contains the minutes of meetings, correspondence, reports,
and other information generated by the sub-committee for the James O. Modisette Trustees
Award. The information ranges from 1950 to 1975.

h. Louisiana Literary Award Committee

Historical Note: The Louisiana Literary Award Committee was most likely established in
1948 with the establishment of the award itself. The Literary Award is given out annually
to one book published in the preceding calendar year which deals with Louisiana or a
Louisiana subject contributing to the permanent record of the state.

Scope and Content: This series contains the minutes of meetings, correspondence, reports,
and other information generated by the Louisiana Literary Award Committee. Itisa
valuable source of information regarding the operation of the committee as well as
providing information about the literary history of Louisiana. The information ranges from
1949 t01996.

i. Essae M. Culver Award Committee

14
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Historical Note: The Essae M. Culver Award Committee was most likely established in
1964 along with the Essae M. Culver Award for Distinguished Service to Librarianship. It
is considered to be the most prestigious award given by the Louisiana Library Association
and was named for Essae M. Culver, Louisiana’s first state librarian. Generally, the award
is intended to honor an LLA member whose distinguished services to the profession and
whose professional achievements have been of particularly value to Louisiana
librarianship.

Scope and Content: This series contains the minutes of meetings, correspondence, reports,
and other information generated by the Essae M. Culver Award Committee. Itisa
valuable source of information regarding the operation of the committee as well as the
development of librarianship in Louisiana through the achievements of the award winners.
The information ranges from 1961 to 1997.

J.  Anthony Benoit Mid-Career Award Committee

Historical Note: The Anthony Benoit Mid-Career Award Committee was sponsored by
the New Members Round Table from 1979 until its disbandment in 2001. Originally, the
committee’s award was called the Mid-Career Award, but in 1991 its name was changed to
the Anthony Benoit Mid-Career Award in order to honor a librarian who had recently died.
Anthony Benoit was an LSU/SLIS alumnus who was extremely active in the library world,
held a variety of professional positions in his lifetime, and received numerous awards,
including the Mid-Career Award.

Scope and Content: This series contains correspondence and other materials generated by
the Anthony Benoit Mid-Career Award Committee, as well as resumes of potential
recipients and letters of recommendation from their peers. The information ranges from
2001 to 2003.

5. Continuing Education Committee

Historical Note: The Continuing Education Committee is made up seven members, including two
members from each of the library classifications. The President, with executive board
approval, appoints board members to three-year terms. The board was developed as a means
of promoting continuing education activities through Louisiana libraries. The board seeks the
cooperation of outside agencies and organizations. Furthermore, the board seeks to foster
good librarianship by raising standards within the field. And, the board is responsible for
developing a plan to improve continuing education activities through libraries, locally,
regionally, and nationally.

Scope and Content: This series contains reports, correspondence and registration forms
relative to the activities of the Continuing Education Committee, from 1976-1997.

6. Convention Committee

15
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Historical Note: This committee is responsible for the planning and execution of exhibits and
activities at the annual convention. It consists of seven members appointed by the President
with approval of the Executive Board. Its membership includes the chairperson, who is a
resident of the conference city, and chairpersons of each of the following subcommittees:
exhibits, local arrangements, program, publicity and registration. The chairperson submits an
annual report to LLA following the convention.

Scope and Content: This subseries contains the minutes and reports of convention committee
meetings as well as correspondence regarding exhibits, speakers, and financial information
relating to the Convention, Registration Committee and Exhibits Committee, and covers the
dates 1925-2005.

Documents Committee

Historical Note: The Documents Committee evolved from earlier committees into its present
state in1946. It studied problems and advised on matters pertaining to documents, cooperated
with organizations that have special responsibilities with regard to documents, particularly the
State Library and the Secretary of State’s office, advised Louisiana libraries on acquisition,
processing, bibliographic control, and storage of documents, and cooperated with LLA
committees and sections (particularly the Legislation Committee) on matters affecting
documents. In 1984 the Documents Committee was dissolved into the Government
Documents Roundtable.

Scope and Content: This subseries contains Committee reports, meeting minutes,
correspondence, manuals and handbooks, and papers regarding special programs sponsored by
the Committee from 1947 to 1980.

Federal Relations Committee

Historical Note: The Federal Relations Committee was created in 1937/38 as a standing
committee. The committee is composed of the state librarian (ex officio) and eight others
appointed by the President, with the approval of the Executive Board, for overlapping
three-year terms. The other members shall represent the seven sections and graduate library
science education. Their main responsibility is to keep the profession informed of
developments in the field of federal relations and the library. Also, they are responsible for
contacts concerning federal relations between the Louisiana Library Association and the
American Library Association. The committee is an active committee of the Louisiana
Library Association today.

Scope and Content: Reports and letters of the Federal Relations Committee. Dates of
materials range from 1937 to 1996.

Finance Committee

Historical Note: The Finance Committee was created in the late 1930s and re-established
several times over the course of the next few decades. Its purpose was often reflective of the
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activities taking place at the time, although its overarching objective seems to be to maintain
and monitor the current budget and provide goals for future budgets. It has had several names
in the course of its history, including the Financial Structure Committee and the Financial
Review Committee.

Scope and Content: This series contains a folder with Finance Committee reports, grant
applications, and Native Ground account information. It ranges from 1971 to 2004.

Grants Committee

Historical Note: The Grants Committee was created in the late 1990s, presumably so its
members could discuss ways in which expensive or lengthy projects and publications of the
Louisiana Library Association might receive funding.

Scope and Content: This series includes correspondence, minutes, and budget spreadsheets
generated by the Grants Committee, as well as grant forms from various local and national
grant foundations. Also included are several grant packets with detailed information on
potential projects or publications; a folder with exhibit information and pamphlets from a
Louisiana Endowments for the Humanities (LEH) funded project, Readings in Literature and
Culture (RELIC); and a folder with papers generated in 1992 by Jim Segreto, project director
of RELIC. The series ranges from 1990 to 1998.

Intellectual Freedom Committee

Historical Note: This is a standing committee which was created in 1948. It consists of seven
members: one from each section of the association and one member-at-large, appointed by the
President with the approval of the Executive Board, for overlapping two-year terms. The
committee exists to safeguard the rights of library users according to the Bill of Rights and the
Library Bill of Rights. This sub-series of Committees is modeled after the ALA Intellectual
Freedom Committee, which was established in 1940.

Scope and Content: Minutes and reports of the Intellectual Freedom Committee from 1950 to
1996.

Legislative Committee

Historical Note: The Legislation Committee, a standing committee, was created around 1950.
The committee