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please fill out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to see. Consult the Container
List for location information needed on the call slip.

Photocopying. Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member.
Do not remove items to be photocopied. The existing order and arrangement of unbound
materials must be maintained. Reproductions must be made from surrogates (microfilm,
digital scan, photocopy of original held by LSU Libraries), when available.

Publication. Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding
copyright, literary property rights, and libel.

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish.
Any publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific
prior written permission. Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in
writing to the Head, Public Services, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton
Rouge, LA, 70803-3300. When permission to publish is granted, two copies of the
publication will be requested for the LLMVC.

Proper acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or
publications. The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the
summary page. Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and
Lower Mississippi Valley Collections are welcomed.
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Mss. 3873
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS, LSU LIBRARIES

13 v. on microfilm.

Louisiana.

1888-1944.
English.

The diaries provide insight into daily life in rural North Louisiana at the
latter part of the 19™ century through to the mid-20". They also relate
the military career of Campbell Blackshear Hodges. Diaries are
comprised of personal entries, cash accounts, records on chicken and
egg production, garden plants ordered and planted, and clothing and
linens produced. Originals retained by donor.

Scholars may read the diaries and cite information. Lengthy verbatim
passages, or any editing or study based largely on the volumes is
restricted. Owner has retained editorial rights; however, researchers
may seek permission in writing.

For those materials not in the public domain, copyright is retained by
the descendants of the creators in accordance with U.S. Copyright law.

Luella Virginia Sockwell Hodges Diaries, Mss. 3873, Louisiana and
Lower Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La.

Mss. Mf.: H
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE

Luella Virginia Sockwell Hodges was born May 2, 1858 to William and Jemima
Sockwell. She married Campbell Bryan Hodges (1853-1927) in Bossier Parish,
Louisiana on July 25, 1878. Campbell and Luella had six children: William Hamilton
(1879-1973), Campbell Blackshear (1881-1944), Linda Mae (1883-1975), Luella
Virginia (1886), Mary Bryan (1888-1966), Jeanette Ward (1890-1891), and Joseph
Lawson (1893-1966). The family resided at EIm Grove Plantation in Bossier Parish,
Springhill in Webster Parish, and Ruston, in Lincoln Parish. Luella died on September
25, 1946.

Campbell Blackshear Hodges, the second son of Luella Hodges, graduated from the
United States Military Academy at West Point in 1903. During the early part of his
career, he served in the Philippines and San Francisco. He joined Louisiana State
University in 1910 as a professor of Military Science and Tactics and Commandant of the
Cadets. He also taught Spanish in addition to his military duties. While at the
University, he earned a Master of Arts degree. In 1914, he was appointed the Regimental
Exchange Officer at Vera Cruz, Mexico. He served with the 31st Division in France on
the Meuse-Argonne front in 1918. He was also a military adviser to President Herbert
Hoover from 1929 to 1933. At the end of his military career, he was appointed President
of Louisiana State University from 1941-1944. At the time of his retirement in 1944,
Hodges had attained the rank of general.
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The diaries of Luella Virginia Sockwell Hodges provide insight into life in North
Louisiana at the latter part of the 19" century through to the mid-20". Diaries are
comprised of personal entries, cash accounts, and records on chicken and egg production
(v. 1, 2, 4,5), garden plants ordered and planted (v. 1, 4, 6), and clothing and linens
produced (v. 3- 4).

Personal entries relate mostly to family matters, her children, and her views on religion
and life in general. She writes at length about the death of her young child, Jeanette (v.
1-2), and the military career of her son, Campbell Blackshear Hodges (v. 4-12). She tells
of his involvement in the Mexican Crisis, (v. 5) and his military service in France during
World War | (v. 6). Other topics include weather and health. Entries on weather
comment on flooding (v. 1, 1890, v. 2, May/June 1892, v. 5, April 25, May 30), refugees
of the Great Flood of 1927 (v. 8, p. 93), and a tornado at Pineville, which claimed
fourteen lives (v. 8, April 6, 1923). In her entries on health, Luella cites cases of typhoid
in Ruston (v. 3, p. 142) and influenza (v. 6, Oct. 10, 1918 v. 9, Jan. 1, 1931). She also
mentions the cotton crop yield, the oil industry in Bossier Parish, and she remarks on
World War I. References made to African Americans and the oil drilling are in passing.
A notebook of sketches and sewing samples belonging to Mary Bryan Hodges is also
found in this collection (v. 13, 1903).
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Terms volumes
Chickens--Louisiana. v.1,2,4,5
Clothing and dress--History. v.1,3-4,8, 13
Dressmaking--Study and teaching v. 13
Egg--Production--Louisiana. v.1,2,4,5
Floods--Louisiana v.1,2,8
Gardening--Louisiana. v.1,4, 6
Hodges, Campbell Blackshear, 1881-1944. v.3-1
Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical v. 5,12
College.

Louisiana--Social life and customs--19" century. v. 1-3
Louisiana--Social life and customs-20" century. V. 3-12

World War, 1914-1918 V. 6
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CONTAINER LIST

Stack Location Reel Contents with dates

Mss. Mf.: H 1 .1, 1888-1891.
. 2,1891-1895.
. 3, 1895-1902.
.4,1904-1909.
.5, 1910-1915.
. 6, 1916-1920.
. 7,1921-1923.
. 8,1923-1927.
.9, 1928-1935.
. 10, 1933-1937.
.11, 1937-19309.
.12, 1940-1944.
. 13, 1903.

N
< <<K<K<K<K<K<K<K<K<K<K<LKKL

Page 7 of 7



	LUELLA VIRGINIA SOCKWELL HODGES DIARIES
	CONTENTS OF INVENTORY
	SUMMARY
	BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE
	SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE
	INDEX TERMS
	CONTAINER LIST

