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SUMMARY 

 

  

Size. 65 items 

  

Geographic 

locations. 

Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, and Georgia 

  

Inclusive dates. 1854-1922, undated 

  

Bulk dates. 1861-1864 

  

Language. English 

  

Summary. Photocopies and typescripts of Civil War letters of Private John A. Harris, 

Company D, 19
th

 Louisiana Regiment, CSA, to his family.   

  

Restrictions on 

access. 

If microfilm is available, photocopies must be made from microfilm. 

  

Related 

collections. 

N/A 

  

Copyright. Copyright of the original materials is retained by descendants of the 

creators in accordance with U.S. copyright law. 

  

Citation. John A. Harris Letters, Mss. 1881, 2548, 2549, 3008, 3661, Louisiana and 

Lower Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La. 

  

Stack locations. U:108  
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 

 

Harris was a private in Company D of the 19th Louisiana Infantry of the Confederate Army.  He 

lived in Athens, Claiborne Parish, Louisiana, with, Rebecca, his wife and several children and 

had several slaves.  He served at Camp Moore, near Tangipahoa, and at Camp Benjamin, near 

New Orleans.  He became ill in 1862 at Corinth, Mississippi.  He later served in Alabama and 

Tennessee (1862-1863) and was in Bolton, Mississippi, near Vicksburg, until he was sent to 

Chattanooga after the fall of Vicksburg.  His illness during the winter of 1863-1864 took him to 

the home of his mother-in-law in Alabama for several weeks before he was stationed in Dalton, 

Georgia, in March of 1864.  He was killed July 28, 1864, probably in the Battle of Ezra Church, 

near Atlanta. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 

Letters describe health, food, clothing, and other aspects of camp life during the Civil War in 

Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Tennessee, and Georgia.  Discussed are Harris' southern 

patriotism, religion, and the lapsed morals of his fellow soldiers.  The letters do not describe his 

military duties in detail nor do they describe any battles. 
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INDEX TERMS 

 

Camp Benjamin (La.) 

Camp Moore (La.) 

Letters (correspondence) 

Louisiana--History--Civil War, 1861-1865--Personal narratives, Confederate. 

United States--History--Civil War, 1861-1865--Personal narratives, Confederate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTAINER LIST 

 

Stack 

Location 

 

Box 

 

Folders 

 

Contents  

    

U:108 1 1-3 Letters, typescripts, and photocopies of letters (1861-1864, 1922) 

    

  1-4 Photocopies and typescripts of letters (1861-1864, undated), copy 

of a deed to land owned by Harris (1854)  
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