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Use of manuscript materials.  If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, please fill 

out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to see.  Consult the Container List for location 

information needed on the call slip. 

 

Photocopying.  Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member.  The 

existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must be maintained. 

 

Publication.  Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding copyright, 

literary property rights, and libel. 

 

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish.  Any 

publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior written 

permission.  Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to the Head, 

Public Services, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, LA, 70803-3300.  When 

permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the 

LLMVC. 

 

Proper acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or 

publications.  The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the summary 

page.  Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi 

Valley Collections are welcomed. 
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SUMMARY 

 

  

Size. 17 items 

  

Geographic 

locations. 

New Orleans, La., Baton Rouge, La., Marbache, France 

  

Inclusive dates. 1815, 1878-1955 

  

Bulk dates. N/A 

  

Language. English; one letter in French 

  

Summary. Originally from Point Coupee Parish, Louisiana, Lejeune attended LSU 

before graduating from the Naval Academy.  Papers document Lejeune's 

military career and include a citation for the Cross of the Commander of 

the Legion of Honor and biographical materials. 

  

Organization. Arranged chronologically. 

  

Restrictions on 

access. 

If microfilm is available, photocopies must be made from microfilm. 

  

Related 

collections. 

John Archer Lejeune Papers, 1882-1942 (Microfilm 2364, Government 

Documents, Middleton Library) 

  

Copyright. Copyright of the original materials is retained by descendants of the 

creators in accordance with U.S. copyright law. 

  

Citation. John A. Lejeune Papers, Mss. 1690, 2553. Louisiana and Lower 

Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La. 

  

Stack location(s). U:116 
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 

 

General John A. Lejeune, born in 1867 in Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana, served in the United 

States military forces for 45 years.  He was a Louisiana State University cadet in 1882-1883, 

graduated from the United States Naval Academy in 1888, and retired as commandant of the 

United States Marine Corps in 1929.  He commanded the U.S. Army 2
nd

 Infantry Division in 

World War I, during which he received the Legion of Honor and the Croix de Guerre from the 

French government as well as the Distinguished Service Medal from the U.S. Army and from the 

U.S. Navy.  He served as Superintendent of the Virginia Military Institute from 1929 to 1937, 

and died in November 1942. 
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SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 

 

One of the earliest items in the collection is a letter from White Turpin, great-grandfather of John 

Archer Lejeune, to his brother, Thomas Turpin, of Centerville, Maryland, telling of the dead and 

wounded following the Battle of New Orleans (1815).  Also included is a letter (with typescript) 

from John A. Lejeune to his mother while a cadet at Louisiana State University (October 1882), 

Cadet Lejeune’s report card for term ending July 1883, and Lejeune’s school copybook (1878). 

 

A military order (one copy in English, another in French) announcing Lejeune’s award of the 

French Legion of Honor (November 30, 1918) along with a letter of transmittal accompanying 

the award (January 24, 1919).  Also included is a copy of orders sent to Lejeune by the Adjutant 

General, American E.F., announcing Lejeune’s award of the Distinguished Service Medal 

(January 9, 1919), as well as a testimonial recognizing his achievements during the First World 

War presented to the General by the faculty of Louisiana State University (December 31, 1918).  

Other items include a copy of the address delivered by Major General Lejeune at the Alumni 

Luncheon at LSU, entitled, “The Old War Skule” (May 1, 1926), a letter from Lejeune to a Mr. 

Cole mentioning Lejeune’s book The Reminiscences of a Marine (1934), a biographical sketch of 

Lejeune (1949), and a list of his medals (compiled 1955).  

 

The collection also includes the following photographs: 

John Archer Lejeune as a cadet at Louisiana State University in 1882 

General Lejeune and Second Division Staff at Marbache, France. Left to right: 

 ACofS G-1 Lt. Col. Hugh Matthews, USMC 

 CofS Preston Brown, USA 

 General Lejeune 

 ACofS G-3 Col. J.C. Rhea, USMC 

 ACofS G-2 Lt. Col. G.A. Herbst, USA 

General Pershing and General Lejeune in World War I, 1919 

Brig. Gen. Wendell Neville, USMC, pinning the Croix de Guerre on General Lejeune, 1919 
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INDEX TERMS 

 

 

Lejeune, John Archer, 1867-1942. 

 

Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College--Students. 

 

Military decorations--United States. 

 

New Orleans, Battle of, New Orleans, La., 1815. 

 

Photographic prints. 

 

United States. Marine Corps. 
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CONTAINER LIST 

 

Stack 

Location 

 

Box 

 

Folder(s) 

 

Contents (with dates) 

    

U:116 1 1-6 1815, 1882-1955 

Copybook, 1878 
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