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Use of manuscript materials.  If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, please fill 

out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to see.  Consult the Container List for location 

information needed on the call slip. 

 

Photocopying.  Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member.  The 

existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must be maintained. 

 

Publication.  Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding copyright, 

literary property rights, and libel. 

 

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish.  Any 

publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior written 

permission.  Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to the Head, 

Public Services, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, LA, 70803-3300.  When 

permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the 

LLMVC. 

 

Proper acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or 

publications.  The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the summary 

page.  Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi 

Valley Collections are welcomed. 
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SUMMARY 
  

Size. 63 items 

  

Geographic 

locations. 

New Orleans, La.; Baton Rouge, La.; Mobile, Ala.; Washington, D.C.; 

Richmond, Va.; Natchez, Miss., Paris, France 

  

Inclusive dates. 1833-1901 

  

Bulk dates. 1847-1887 

  

Language. English 

  

Summary. Personal papers of James Hagan concerning his business, slaves, and 

service in the Mexican War and the Civil War, as well as correspondence 

of his uncle, John Hagan. 

  

Organization. Series I, John Hagan correspondence, 1833-1848,  

Series II, James H. Hagan papers, 1847-1901. 

  

Restrictions on 

access. 

If microfilm is available, photocopies must be made from microfilm. 

John Hagan correspondence (1833-1848) housed in the vault is restricted, 

copies are found in B:11, Box 1, Folder 1. 

  

Related 

collections. 

N/A 

  

Copyright. Copyright of the original materials is retained by descendants of the 

creators in accordance with U.S. copyright law. 

  

Citation. James Hagan and Family Papers, Mss. 1485, Louisiana and Lower 

Mississippi Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La. 

  

Stack location(s). B:11; OS:H; Vault:8, MRDF 8 

  

Also available on: Microfilm 5735, Series B, Reel 6 

Omission: Group I (Correspondence, 1833-1848) 
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 

 

James Hagan, a native of Ireland, came to America as an infant with his parents. He grew up in 

Pennsylvania, where his father was a farmer. Hagan began working for his uncle, John Hagan, in 

a branch of his uncle's business in Mobile, Alabama. At the outset of the war with Mexico, 

Hagan joined the Texas Rangers and participated in the storming of Monterey. He received a 

commission as captain in the Third Dragoons and was mustered out of service at the end of the 

conflict. At that time, Hagan turned his attentions to planting in Alabama. In 1861 he was 

commissioned captain with a company from Mobile County and shortly after was commissioned 

major of a regiment. Following the battle at Shiloh, Hagan was made colonel of the newly 

created Third Alabama Cavalry. For the last two years of the Civil War, he was a brigade 

commander under General Wheeler. Hagan was promoted to the rank of brigadier general just 

before the close of the war. 

 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 

The letters to John Hagan pertain to land transactions involving Gilbert Marquis de Lafayette, 

Zachary Taylor, and George Washington Lafayette. James H. Hagan's papers relate to his 

military career and his death. These items include Hagan's commission as captain, issued by 

President James K. Polk; a slave bill of sale; an invitation to the reunion of survivors of the 

Alabama Cavalry, Third Regiment; Confederate currency issued as payment for service in the 

Army of the Confederate States; and a request for James Hagan to be appointed for military 

service in the Spanish American War. 
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SERIES DESCRIPTIONS 

 

 

Series I, John Hagan correspondence, 1833-1848 

 

Correspondence to John Hagan largely relates to land matters; for example, a letter from Josiah 

Coghill pertains to the purchase of land in New Orleans by John McDonogh (February 26, 1833) 

and a letter from the Marquis de Lafayette discusses a land deed involving Hagan (January 22, 

1834).  A letter from Zachary Taylor discusses his assignment to military duty at Fort Gibson 

and his intention to purchase a plantation near Natchez from Hagan (May 26, 1841), and another 

discusses a claim of Cypress Grove Plantation (March 29, 1848).  Letters to Hagan from George 

Washington Lafayette discuss land sales and claims originally involving his father, the Marquis 

de Lafayette (October 1, 1841 and November 5, 1848).  In these letters, he also discusses the 

death of his father and political events in France. 

 

 

 

Series II, James H. Hagan papers, 1847-1901 

 

Apart from a sale of slaves from B.M. Campbell to J. Hagan (1857), the majority of papers of 

James Hagan pertain to his military career.  These include his appointment to captain in the 

Third Regiment of Dragoons (1847), a letter from the Provost Marshal General granting safe 

passage for Miss Hagan from Fort Pike in New Orleans to Pascagoula, Miss. (September 24, 

1863), letters from the Provost Marshal General commandeering Hagan’s house for the U.S. 

Army’s use and ordering all occupants to vacate the premises (April 1865), and the presidential 

pardon of James Hagan (1866). 

 

A letter from Camden, Alabama, invites James Hagan to a reunion of his old regiment 

(September 10, 1887), and letters to Hagan and Joseph F. Johnston (governor of Alabama) from 

Joseph Wheeler (Committee on Ways and Means, House of Representatives) discuss an 

appointment to service in the Spanish-American War for Hagan (April 25, 1898). 

 

Also included in the collection is Confederate currency issued to Hagan as payment for service 

(1864), and newspaper clippings relating his death (1892, 1901, undated). 
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INDEX TERMS 

 

 

Confederate States of America. Army. Alabama Cavalry Regiment, 3rd. 

 

Cypress Grove Plantation (Miss.) 

 

Hagan, James H., 1821-1901. 

 

Hagan, John, fl. 1834-1848. 

 

Lafayette, Georges Washington Louis Gilbert Du Motier, marquis de, 1779-1849. 

 

Lafayette, Marie Joseph Paul Yves Roch Gilbert Du Motier, marquis de, 1757-1834. 

 

Land titles--Registration and transfer--Louisiana.  

 

McDonogh, John. 

 

Money--Confederate States of America. 

 

Slaveholders--Louisiana. 

 

Spanish-American War, 1898. 

 

United States. President (1845-1849 : Polk) 

 

United States. President (1849-1850 : Taylor) 

 

United States. President (1865-1869 : Johnson) 

 

Wheeler, Joseph, 1836-1906. 
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CONTAINER LIST 

 

Stack 

Location 

 

Box 

 

Folder(s) 

 

Contents (with dates) 

    

   Series I, John Hagan Correspondence, 1833-1848 

B:11 1 1 1833-1848  

Copies of letters (originals in vault) 

    

   Series II, James H. Hagan papers, 1847-1901 

  2-4 1857-1898 

    

  5 1892, 1901, undated 

Newspaper clippings 

    

OS:H   Appointment of James Hagan to Captain in the Third 

Regiment of Dragoons (1847); presidential pardon of 

James Hagan (1866) 

    

Vault 8, 

MRDF 8 

  1833-1848 

Originals of letters, restricted access 

(Use copies found in B:11, Box 1: Folder 1) 

    

    

Microfilm 

5735, 

Series B 

 Reel 6 Omission: Group I (Correspondence, 1833-1848) 
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