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Use of manuscript materials.  If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, please fill 

out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to see.  Consult the Container List for location 

information needed on the call slip. 

 

Photocopying.  Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member.  The 

existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must be maintained. 

 

Publication.  Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding copyright, 

literary property rights, and libel. 

 

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish.  Any 

publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior written 

permission.  Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to the Head, 

Public Services, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, LA, 70803-3300.  When 

permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the 

LLMVC. 

 

Proper acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or 

publications.  The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the summary 

page.  Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi 

Valley Collections are welcomed. 
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SUMMARY 
  

Size. 135 items 

  

Geographic 

locations. 

West Feliciana Parish, La.; Point Coupee Parish, La.; New Orleans, La.; 

Bardstown, Ky.; Columbus, Ky.; Vicksburg, Miss. 

  

Inclusive dates. 1841-1896 

  

Bulk dates. 1852-1869 

  

Language. English, French 

  

Summary. Correspondence and financial papers of Theodule Leonard, planter of 

West Feliciana and Point Coupee Parishes.  Primarily relates to his son’s 

education, the Civil War, labor arrangements with freedmen after the war, 

and his duties as sheriff and tax collector in West Feliciana Parish. 

  

Organization. Chronological 

  

Restrictions on 

access. 

If microfilm is available, photocopies must be made from microfilm. 

  

Related 

collections. 

N/A 

  

Copyright. Copyright of the original materials is retained by descendants of the 

creators in accordance with U.S. copyright law. 

  

Citation. Theodule Leonard Papers, Mss. 1209, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi 

Valley Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La. 

  

Stack location(s). C:55; OS:L 

  

Also available on: Microfilm 5735, Series B, Reel 12 
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BIOGRAPHICAL/HISTORICAL NOTE 

 

Theodule Leonard was a planter of Arright Plantation, West Feliciana Parish and of Cat Island, 

near Morganza in Pointe Coupee Parish, Louisiana. He was a tax collector and sheriff in West 

Feliciana Parish. His son, John Baptist Theophile Leonard, attended St. Joseph's College in 

Bardstown, Kentucky, and Louisiana State Seminary of Learning and Military Academy. 

 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 

Financial papers include items pertaining to the succession of Alexandre Brasseux; promissory 

notes; items related to the collection of taxes; statements from New Orleans factors; an 

agreement with freedmen for plantation labor; bills and receipts for goods purchased; and land 

documents. 

 

Two certificates appoint Theodule Leonard as constable for West Feliciana Parish (1846) and as 

captain of Company O, West Feliciana Regiment, Louisiana Militia (1861).  Correspondence 

includes letters from John B. Theophile Leonard concerning education and news from St. 

Joseph's College and Louisiana State Seminary and Military Academy. Some letters relate to a 

student prank and include a letter from William T. Sherman concerning John B. Theophile 

Leonard's conduct (1860). Civil War letters relate news concerning Confederate States Army 

maneuvers in the area of Columbus, Kentucky. The collection includes an 1867 Constitutional 

Convention broadside (1868) pertaining to the redemption of warrants by tax collectors. 
 
 



THEODULE LEONARD PAPERS  Mss. 1209 

1841-1896  LSU Libraries Special Collections 

Page 5 of 7 

SERIES DESCRIPTIONS 

[The collection is arranged chronologically, but like items are described in groups below.  See 

the Container List for description reflecting physical arrangement] 

 

 

Series I, Correspondence, 1855-1874 

 

Correspondence includes letters from John B. Theophile Leonard concerning education and news 

from St. Joseph's College and Louisiana State Seminary and Military Academy.  Letters to 

Theophile come from his brother, E. Carmouche (1855), and his father (1860), some of which 

relate to a student prank and include a letter from William T. Sherman concerning John B. 

Theophile Leonard's conduct (1860).  Civil War letters are written from Theophile to his father 

and relate news concerning Confederate States Army maneuvers in the area of Columbus, 

Kentucky (1861-1869).  Later correspondence is written to Ovide Leonard of family news 

(1884). 

 

 

Series II, Financial and Legal Documents, 1842-1874 

 

A number of financial papers include promissory notes, items related to the collection of taxes, 

and bills and receipts for goods purchased.  These bills include cotton sales to Madame Fifi 

Leonard (1854), a bill from St. Joseph College to Mr. Theodule Leonard (1858), bills of Madame 

Brasseux (1858), and invoices from W.A. Gordon & Castillo (1859-1860). 

 

Some legal documents pertain to the succession of Alexandre Brasseux, such as the power of 

attorney of Geneviève Carmouche, his widow (1842).  Also included are land grants (1859), the 

sale of a slave to Theodule Leonard (1853), an agreement with freedmen for plantation labor 

(1867), and Leonard’s certificate of voting registration in West Feliciana Parish (1874). 

 

 

Series III, Military and Tax Collection Documents, 1861-1868 

 

Military papers include a certificate appointing Theodule Leonard captain of Company O, West 

Feliciana Regiment, Louisiana Militia (1861) and a broadside from the 1867 Constitutional 

Convention pertaining to the redemption of warrants by tax collectors, as well as receipts for 

taxes collected by Leonard and letters and other documents from the Auditor’s Office regarding 

the collection of taxes.    
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INDEX TERMS 

 

Arright Plantation (La.) 

 

Brasseux, Alexandre. 

 

Broadsides.  

 

Education--Louisiana.  

 

Freedmen--Louisiana.  

 

Kentucky--History--Civil War, 1861-1865--Personal narratives, Confederate.  

 

Leonard, John Baptist Theophile. 

 

Louisiana State Seminary of Learning and Military Academy.  

 

Plantation owners--Louisiana. 

 

Saint Joseph's College (Bardstown, Ky.)  

 

Sherman, William T. (William Tecumseh), 1820-1891. 
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CONTAINER LIST 

 

Stack 

Location 

 

Box 

 

Folder(s) 

 

Contents (with dates) 

    

C:55 1 1 1841-1851 

    

  2 1852-1857 

    

  3 1858-1860 

    

  4 1861-1869, undated 

    

  5 1870-1884 1896 

    

OS:L -- 1 1859-1867  

Land grants, certificate appointing Leonard captain 

of Company O, Agreement with Freedmen 

    

    

MF:5735, 

Series B 

 Reel 12  
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