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Use of manuscript materials.  If you wish to examine items in the manuscript group, please fill 

out a call slip specifying the materials you wish to see.  Consult the Container List for location 

information needed on the call slip. 

 

Photocopying.  Should you wish to request photocopies, please consult a staff member.  The 

existing order and arrangement of unbound materials must be maintained. 

 

Publication.  Readers assume full responsibility for compliance with laws regarding copyright, 

literary property rights, and libel. 

 

Permission to examine archival materials does not constitute permission to publish.  Any 

publication of such materials beyond the limits of fair use requires specific prior written 

permission.  Requests for permission to publish should be addressed in writing to the Head, 

Public Services, Special Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, LA, 70803-3300.  When 

permission to publish is granted, two copies of the publication will be requested for the 

LLMVC. 

 

Proper acknowledgement of LLMVC materials must be made in any resulting writing or 

publications.  The correct form of citation for this manuscript group is given on the summary 

page.  Copies of scholarly publications based on research in the Louisiana and Lower Mississippi 

Valley Collections are welcomed. 
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Summary 
  

Size. 236 items and 16 manuscript volumes 

  

Geographic 

locations. 

St. James Parish, La.; New Orleans, La.; Baton Rouge, La. 

  

Inclusive dates. 1905-1912 

  

Bulk dates. N/A 

  

Language. English 

  

Summary. Account books and papers of Sigur Martin, sugar planter and dealer in 

general merchandise, of Grand Point, Paulina, St. James Parish 

  

Organization. Arranged chronologically 

  

Restrictions on 

access. 

If microfilm is available, photocopies must be made from microfilm. 

  

Related 

collections. 

N/A 

  

Copyright. Copyright of the original materials is retained by descendants of the 

creators in accordance with U.S. copyright law. 

  

Citation. Sigur Martin Papers, Mss. 460, Louisiana and Lower Mississippi Valley 

Collections, LSU Libraries, Baton Rouge, La. 

  

Stack location(s). U:211; G:18 
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Biographical/Historical Note 

 

Sigur Martin was a sugar planter of Grand Point Plantation and a dealer in general merchandise 

and liquor in Paulina, Saint James Parish, Louisiana. He later held office in the Treasury 

Department at Baton Rouge.  

 

 

 

 

Scope and Content Note 

 

The collection consists of the business papers of Sigur Martin, a dealer in general merchandise 

and liquor and later an office holder in the Treasury Department at Baton Rouge.  The earlier 

items are routine store accounts, invoices, and receipts.  Also included are letters from when 

Sigur Martin held public office, such as a notification of his selection to serve as a commissioner 

of elections (1908).  He later operated a sugar cane plantation in St. James Parish, and the 

collection includes letters from Colonial Sugars Co. detailing the deliveries from the region 

around Grand Point Plantation.  From 1909 onwards, the papers contain mostly bills and receipts 

from Baton Rouge merchants.
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Series Descriptions 

The collection is arranged chronologically, but like items are described in groups below. See the 

Container List for description reflecting physical arrangement 

 

 

Series I, Financial papers, 1905-1912 

 

A large part of this collection consists of bills, statements, and receipts of Sigur Martin.  Checks 

from St. James Bank in Lutcher, La., are written to various people (1905-1906), while monthly 

account statements, many from Schmidt & Ziegler, The Capital City Dairy, and a number from 

Martin himself, list groceries and other supplies (1906-1912).  Also included are bills of lading 

from the Yazoo and Mississippi Valley Railroad Company (1907) and letters to Martin at the 

Louisiana Treasury Dept. from Colonial Sugars Company in New Orleans regarding sugar cane 

deliveries and various accounts for Grand Point tenants (1909-1912).  Receipts come from a 

number of businesses in Louisiana such as Henry Strauss Clothier and Furnisher in Baton Rouge, 

Godchaux’s in New Orleans, and P.F. Collier & Son Publishers in New Orleans (1909-1912). 

 

 

Series II, Personal Papers, 1908-1912, undated 

 

Other items in the collection include political advertisement cards for state auditor candidates 

(1908) as well as one for Martin for representative to the General Assembly (undated), a 

notification to Martin of his selection to serve as a commissioner of elections at the third 

precinct, first ward of St. James Parish (Jan. 22, 1908), and an invitation to a dance at the Elks 

Lodge in Baton Rouge (1911).  A letter to Martin from his friend Charles P. Harrington in 

Boston discusses a job he is hoping to secure through Superintendent Gourdain in Convent, La.  

He asks Martin to put in a good word for him and mentions that he asked Charles Fuqua to do 

the same (July 1911).  Also included is a letter from Martin to Judge L.E. Hall in Monroe about 

an amendment to Act 228 regarding the sale of property and unpaid taxes (March 15, 1912), as 

well as a reply from Judge Hall (March 18, 1912). 

 

 

Series III, Manuscript volumes, 1903-1908 

 

Manuscript volumes make up the remainder of the collection.  They include daybooks of sales 

(1903-1907), journals and ledgers pertaining to his store (1905-1908), checkbook stubs (1906-

1907), a poll tax list (undated), and a record of cane shipments to the Colonial Sugars Company 

(1904-1905).  Also included is a personal ledger containing notes, commercial forms, and 

statistics of Grand Point School, a school attended by children of Grand Point Plantation tenants 

(1903-1906).  For a complete list of volumes, see the container list. 

 

 

 

 

 



MARTIN (SIGUR) PAPERS  Mss. 460 

1905-1912                                    LSU Libraries Special Collections 

Page 6 of 7 

 

Index Terms 

 

 

Account books. 

 

Advertising, Political--Louisiana. 

 

Baton Rouge (La.)--History--20
th

 century. 

 

Baton Rouge (La.)--Politics and government--20
th

 century. 

 

Colonial Sugars Company. 

 

Fuqua, Charles K. 

 

General stores--Louisiana--Saint James Parish. 

 

Grand Point Plantation (La.) 

 

Martin, Sigur. 

 

Paulina (La.)--History. 

 

Plantation life--Louisiana. 

 

Plantation owners--Louisiana. 

 

Political candidates--Louisiana. 

 

Poll tax--Louisiana--Saint James Parish. 

 

Schools--Louisiana. 

 

Sugarcane industry--Louisiana. 

 

Sugar growing--Louisiana. 
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Container List 

 

Stack 

Location 

 

Box 

 

Folder(s) 

 

Contents (with dates) 

    

U:211 1 1 1905-1906 

    

  2a-2b 1907-1909 

    

  3a-3b 1910 

    

  4-6 1911 

    

  7 1912 

    

  8 Undated 

    

U:211 2 -- Vol.2 Daybook of Sales (Oct.-Dec.1903) 

   Vol.3 Daybook of Sales (Oct.1905-Jan.1906) 

   Vol.4 Daybook of Sales (Jan.-Mar.1906) 

   Vol.5 Daybook of Sales (Apr.1906) 

   Vol.6 Daybook of Sales (May-June 1906) 

   Vol.7 Daybook of Sales (Oct.-Dec.1906) 

   Vol.8 Daybook of Sales (Jan.-June 1907) 

    

G:18 -- -- Vol.1 Bills Receivable and Payable (1903-1907) 

   Vol.9 Cane Shipments to Colonial Sugars Company (1904-1905) 

   Vol.10 Ledger for personal use (1903-1906) 

   Vol.11 Journal and ledger (1905-1906) 

   Vol.12 Journal and ledger (1907-1908) 

   Vol.13 Checkbook stubs (1906-1907) 

   Vol.14 Checkbook stubs (July 1907) 

   Vol.15 Checkbook stubs (Sept.-Oct.1907) 

   Vol.16 Poll tax list (undated) 
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